
Giotto di Bondone 
 

Giotto di Bondone (1267–January 8, 1337) was an Italian painter and architect 
from Florence. He is considered the first in a line of great artists who 
contributed to the Italian Renaissance. He is considered a master of 
painting in his time.  He drew all his figures and their postures according 
to nature. He broke away from the Byzantine style (which features 
“abstract,” or anti-naturalistic character) and brought to life the great art of 
painting as we know it today by introducing the technique of drawing 
accurately from life. 
 

Giotto's masterwork is the decoration of the Scrovegni Chapel in 
Padua, commonly called the Arena Chapel, completed around 1305. This 

fresco cycle depicts the life of the Virgin Mary and the life of Christ. It 
is regarded as one of the supreme masterpieces of the Early Renaissance. 
The fact that Giotto painted the Arena Chapel and that he was chosen 
by the commune of Florence in 1334 to design the new campanile (bell 
tower) of the Florence Cathedral are among the few certainties of his 
biography. Almost every other aspect of his biography is subject to 
controversy, such as: his birthdate, his birthplace, his appearance, his 

apprenticeship, the order in which he created his works, whether or not he painted the 
famous frescoes at Assisi, and where he was eventually buried after his death. 
 

The works we will study for this session are all portions of larger frescos  
in Italian chapels. Most date from the early 1300's. We encourage you to view large 
images of whole frescos to give a sense of the scope, scale and presentation of these 
works. An overview of the Scrovegni Chapel at Padua, Italy, can be viewed at this link 
(http://www.wga.hu/frames-e.html?/html/g/giotto/padova/). 
 
What is a fresco? A fresco is a technique of mural painting executed upon freshly-laid, or 
wet lime plaster. Water is used as the vehicle for the pigment to merge with the plaster, 
and with the setting of the plaster, the painting becomes an integral part of the wall. The 
word fresco (Italian: affresco) is derived from the Italian adjective fresco meaning "fresh", 
and may thus be contrasted with fresco-secco or secco mural painting techniques, which 
are applied to dried plaster, to supplement painting in fresco. The fresco technique has 
been employed since antiquity and is closely associated with Italian Renaissance painting.  
 
What is the Italian Renaissance? The Italian Renaissance is a period of cultural change 
and intellectual achievement that began in Italy during the 14th century and lasted until 
the 16th century.  It marks the transition between Medieval and Early Modern Europe.  
The term “renaissance” means rebirth. 



Selections for this Session:
 
 
Resurrection of Lazarus 

 
 
 
The Birth of Jesus 

 
 
 
Jesus Washes the Feet of the Apostles 

 

 
 
The Nativity and Adoration of the 
Shepherds 

 
 
St. Francis Feeds the Birds 

 


