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SEEING JESUS IN PASSOVER 
“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the Lord’s Passover.” Leviticus 21:5 

 
Passover, one of the four Spring Biblical feasts, is the most important and oldest of the Feasts given to us by G-d.  
The Passover story, a historical fact, recounts and celebrates the deliverance of the Children of Israel from slavery in 
Egypt when G-d redeemed His Chosen People.   
 
Passover also marks when Jesus was crucified for our sins fulfilling the law and prophets. Matthew 5:17-18 (ESV) He 
also fulfilled all of the Spring Biblical Holidays in his first coming.  Jesus was crucified on Passover when the lambs 
were being sacrificed for Passover, buried on Unleavened Bread, resurrected on First Fruits, and ascended to 
heaven on Pentecost.  Thereby, giving salvation to the Gentiles and grafting us into Israel. Romans 11:11-24 (ESV) 
 
In rabbinical writings it is documented that when the priests 
finished sacrificing the lambs for Passover they would say “it is 
finished”.  Our Messiah, as he hang on the cross said these very 
words before he died.  John 19:28-30 (ESV) 
 
Passover was originally a simple observance of matzah 
(unleavened bread), lamb, and bitter herbs. Traditions and foods 
that have come to be associated with Passover are a direct result of scattering of the Jewish people. 
 
The Passover Seder (order of service) enhances the Haggadah (the telling).  It is also the essence of the celebration 
to pass the story of G-d’s faithfulness and redemption from generation to generation.  “This will be a day for you to 
remember and celebrate as a festival of Adonai; from generation to generation you are to celebrate it by a perpetual 
regulation.  Exodus 12:14 (CJB) 
 
For believers in the Jesus, Passover is not only a celebration of historical deliverance from Egypt, it is a 
foreshadowing of our redemption from sin and death purchased through the Lamb of G-d, Yehsua HaMashiach 
(Jesus the Messiah).  It is an observance of our deliverance from our spiritual Egypt. It is a celebration of Jesus’ 
victory in conquering death, sin, and hell. It is Jesus who took Passover to a new level. Mark 14:12-26 and Luke 
22:7-23 (ESV) 
 
In His final moments on earth, Yeshua desired to observe the Passover with His Disciples. It was during this Seder 
meal that He revealed the significance of the elements and decreed that each Passover from that time forward we 
are to remember Him and His atoning sacrifice until His return.  “For as often as you eat this [unleavened] bread, and 
drink this cup [Cup of Redemption], you proclaim the death of the Lord until He comes.” 1 Cor. 11:26 (CJB) 

 
The Seder Table 

A Seder begins with everyone seated. The table is usually decorated beautifully and the hostess uses their best 
china, silverware, glassware, and linens.  At the head of the table the following items are arranged:  (1) a set of 
candle sticks, (2) three matzot, which are hidden under a napkin or inside a specially divided bag (called a matzah 
tosh), and (3) wine glasses representing the: cup of sanctification, cup of judgment, cup of redemption, and the cup 
of acceptance and praise.  It also includes a bowl of water and a small towel for ceremonial washing, and a small 
pillow on the leader’s chairs, symbolic of the freedom we now enjoy because we once were slaves 

 
The Seder Plate 

The Seder Plate is a special plate containing the biblically required elements (Exodus 12:8): Matzah, as a reminder of 
the “Bread of Affliction”; Z’roah, a lamb shank as a reminder of the Passover lamb; and Maror, bitter herbs 
(horseradish), as a reminder of the bitterness of slavery. Additional elements that have become traditional include:  
Charoset, a dish made of apples, nuts, honey, cinnamon, and grape juice, symbolizing the mortar used when slaves; 
Chazeret, a second bitter herb, such as a parsley; Beytzah, a roasted egg, symbolic of the peace offering that 
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accompanied the sacrifice of the lamb and a reminder of the destruction of the Temple and burning of Jerusalem in 
70 A.D.; a bowl of salt water symbolizing the tears of the Hebrew slaves. 
 

Searching for Chametz (Leaven) 
During the Feast of Unleavened Bread, no food containing yeast or leaven is to be consumed (Exodus 12:19,20).  An 
extensive chametz search is conducted usually the day before the Passover celebration with a wooden spoon, 
feather, and paperbag.  The Chametz is then burned the next morning.  
 
Chametz symbolizes our sinful nature and represents those things that get in the way of our relationship with 
Adonai.  As believers in Jesus, we need to take this time in preparation of our homes to prepare our hearts and soul 
as well for this joyous season.  We need to look at those things that have overtaken G-d’s spot in our hearts and 
mind. Things that are distractions to our Kingdom focus and deepening our relationship with Him. 1 Cor. 5:6-8 (ESV) 
 

The Seder 
Lighting of the Candles:  The woman of the house will open the service by kindling the candles from her right to left 
with the blessing.  We remember that G-d used a woman [Mary] to bring forth our Messiah, the Light of the World. 
Luke 1:26-38 (ESV)  Then a traditional blessing for special occassions is said and a special blessing for the meaning 
of the Passover for believers.  

 
1st Cup:  The Cup of Scantification.  This cup is a symbol of joy and we are to remember the joy which is the result of 
our salvation.  
 
Washing of the Hands.  This is a symbol of purification and an imitation of the priest who had to wash his hands in 
the laver before he offered sacrifices or entered into the Holy of Holies.  We all now have enterence into His 
presence through Jesus’ sacrifice.  In John 13:1-20 (ESV), we see that Jesus washed His disciples’ feet at this point 
in His Seder as a lesson in humility. 
 
Karpas – Parsley.  The first Seder element is then partaken.  It is dipped into the salt water.  We remember that all 
good gifts come from G-d, our ancestors were farmers, and tears shed from suffering under slavery. We give praise 
that G-d heard the cries of the Hebrew slaves. We recognize that the sweetness of life may be immeresed in tears 
and thank G-d that through much suffering, He made His people a nation and made us His ressurrection through our 
Messiah Jesus.  
 
Breaking of the Middle Matzah.  The middle matzah is removed from the matzah tosh and broken in half.  The broken 
piece is called the Afikomen.  It is symbolically wrapped and buried. The children cover their eyes and the eldest 
hides it somewhere to be ransomed later.  Our Jewish brothers and sisters do not have an explanation for the three 
matzot.  Rabbis agree that the three are called unity, but disagree as to what unity. Some rabbis believe it represents 
the patriachs and other the priests, Levites, and Am Yisrael (people of Israel).  As believers, we recongize the 
symbolism as a picture of the trinity – G-d the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Matzah, the Bread of Afflication, looks like it is bruised, striped, and pierced.  It is also without leaven [sin] just as 
Jesus.  It is wrapped for burial and hidden from sight just as Jesus was hidden from our sight for three days and 
nights to be revealed later.  
 
The Maggid (Telling, Four Questions, & Story of the Exodus).  This is the part of the Seder wherein the Story of the 
Exodus is retold representing the very essance of Biblical observance to pass from generation to generation the 
miracles and faithfulness of our G-d. Exodus 12:26 (ESV).  
 
2nd Cup:  The Cup of Judgement. The cup is dimished as the plagues are recited to remmeber the terrible cost to the 
Egyptians had to pay for their disobedience. Dayenu! “It is enough” if G-d would have just rescued the Hebrews, but 
He did so much more. He provided food, water and made their clothes last. Dayneu!, but He did even more in the 
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fullness of time, in accordance with His promise, He sent His Messiah for His Jewish people, and He fulfill His 
promise to Abraham to bless all the families on earth. Dayneu! Psalm 113 is recited and cup is drank. Some do not 
drink the cup as we have been passed over for judgement because of the blood of Jesus.  
 
The Maror (Bitter Herbs).  The upper matzah and the remaining half of the middle matzah are distributed.  A small 
amount of horseradish is placed on a piece of the matzah to remember the bitter taste of slavery and bring tears to 
our eyes and allow compassition to come into our harts for those who sufferred.  At Jesus’ last Seder, He identified 
Judas as the one who would betray Him as they participated in this tradition.  John 13:26 (ESV) 
 
Dipping Twice (Charoset).  The charoset symbolizes the mortar and bricks which the Israelites toiled to build 
Pharoah’s treasure cities. We put horseradish on a piece of matzah and dip a second time into the sweet charoset to 
remember that even bitter circumstances are sweetened by the hope we have in G-d. 
 
Afikomen & 3rd Cup: The Cup of Redemption.  Afikomen is the only Greek word in the Passover Seder.  It is a form of 
the Greek verb ikneomai, which literally means “I Came”. The children search for the Afikomen and will redeem it in 
exchange for a gift or coin. This matzah is then broken into smaller pieces and distributed.  It is at this point in Jesus’ 
last Seder that He instituted the L-rd’s Supper as a perpetual memorial fulfilling the meaning of Passover. Matthew 
26:26-29, Mark 22:25, Luke 22:14-20. Jesus is the Living Bread that came down from Heaven, given for us. With His 
blood He purchased our freedom from sin and death. We gratefully remember Jesus’ sacrifice with humble 
thanksgiving.  
 
Giving Thanks After the Meal.  We give thanks to G-d for his bounty that we have partaken and praise him for His 
goodness, mercy and infinate mercy. 
 
The Place of Elijah.  There is a place set at the table with a special cup that is for Elijah.  It was prophesied that Elijah 
would return to prepare the way for the Messiah.  Our Jewish brothers and sisters have a custom to open the door to 
see if Elijah has come to announce the Messiah.  Some have said that Jesus occupied this place during His Seder 
and that there was no empty seat so that we should think of this place as a symbol of our Messiah.   
 
4th Cup:  The Cup of Acceptance and Praise. This is the cup that Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, I will not drink again 
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” Mark 14:25 (ESV)  Psalm 118:19 is 
recited. 
 
Nirtzah (Desire).  At each Passover since the Children of Israel were is exile, it has been the tradition to say, “This 
year here, but next year, L-rd willing, we will celebrate in Jerusalem.” The second coming of the Messiah is drawing 
near. When He comes, there will be a New Jersusalem as He establishes His Kingdom. Lashanah haaba’ah 
b’Yersushalayim! 


