
VOCABULARY 
 

Atmospheric Perspective (Ariel Perspective) - refers to the effect the atmosphere has on the appearance of an object as it is 
viewed from a distance. As the distance between an object and a viewer increases, the contrast between the object and its 
background decreases, and the contrast of any markings or details within the object also decreases. 
 
Dry Brush – technique in which a paint brush that is relatively dry, but still holds paint, is used. The resulting brush strokes have a 
characteristic scratchy look that lacks the smooth appearance that washes or blended paint commonly have. 
 
Engraving - the art of forming designs by cutting, corrosion by acids, a photographic process, etc., on the surface of a metal plate, 
block of wood, or the like, for or as for the purpose of taking off impressions or prints of the design so formed. 
 
Flat Wash - is an area of color that is flat in tone. 
 
Foreground - the part of a view that is nearest to the observer. 
 
Glazing - is a term for layering or stacking color. 
 
Graduated Wash - washes that change gradually and evenly from either dark to light or from one hue to another.  
 
Lifting off – to remove or lessen the intensity of watercolor using a paper towel or other means.  
 
Lithographer – a person who works with lithography. 
 
Lithography - the art or process of producing a picture, writing, or the like, on a flat, specially prepared stone, with some greasy or 
oily substance, and of taking ink impressions from this as in ordinary printing. 
 
Masking - to conceal from view. 
 
Monochromatic - the colors (tints, tones, and shades) of a single hue.  
 
Pastoralism – art work that focuses on landscapes and agriculture.  
 
Perception - Visual and sensory awareness, discrimination, and integration of impressions, conditions, and relationships with 
regard to objects, images, and feelings.  
 
Primary Colors -  colors that can be combined to make a useful range of colors. Primary colors are red, yellow and blue. 
 
Realism - the attempt to represent subject matter truthfully, without artificiality and avoiding artistic conventions, implausible, exotic 
and supernatural elements. 
 
Secondary Colors - colors made by mixing two primary colors in a given color space.  
 
Sgraffito - involves scratching through the paper either before it is painted or scratching a layer of still-wet paint to reveal what’s 
underneath, whether this is a dried layer of paint or the white canvas/paper. 
 
Splattering – to cover with drops or spots of something. 
 
Stamping - impress a pattern or mark on paper 
 
Tertiary Colors - colors made by mixing either one color with one, or two secondary colors 
 
Wash - covers much more of the paper than can be accomplished in a single swipe of the. Washes are used to fill in large 
background areas, or to create underlying forms that will subsequently have more detail and deeper tones painted over them. 


