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Chanukah – Feast of Dedication – Festival of Lights 
 

“At the time of the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. 
  It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon.”  

John 10:22 
 
Chanukah (a.k.a. The Festival of Lights or the Feast of Dedication) is not the Jewish 
equivalent to Christmas.  It’s more than the story of the miracle of the menorah remaining 
lit for eight days on one day worth of oil, dreidels, latkes, donuts or gifts.  The greater 
narrative of Hanukkah is prophecy fulfilled, a call for spiritual revival, and our Messianic 
hope in Jesus.  
 
Historicity has spoken of 
Chanukah in great detail in 
works like Josephus, Septuagint, 
War of the Jews, History of the 
Jews, the Talmud, Midrash, and 
many more.  The events of 
Chanukah occur in the time 
period between the Old and New 
Testaments.  The story of 
Hanukkah can be found in the 
books of the Macabees located in 
the Catholic Bible, as well as the 
Aprocrypha. Chanukah is 
referenced in the New Testament 
(John 10:22).   
 
Chankuah commemorates a true event in history that was prophesized by the Prophet 
Daniel, and fulfilled in a military and moral victory brought forth through G-d’s 
provision that ensured the birth our L-rd and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Chanukah Means 
The Hebrew word Chanukah means “dedication” and marks an eight day winter 

celebration that commemorates the rededication of the Second Temple after a 
small group of Jewish believers, led by Judah Maccabee, defeated the Greek 
forces and freed the Jews from forced Hellenistic assimilation.  Chanukah 
represents the victory of faith over reason and humanism and demonstrates 

mightily the power of G-d through His chosen people.  Therefore, you could say that 
Chanukah truly means dedicated against assimilation.  
 
Daniel’s Prophesy of Chanukah 
Chanukah was foretold many centuries before the events surrounding it transpired by the 
Prophet Daniel.  While in Babylon, Daniel described in detail the emergence of 
Antiochus IV, his campaign to convert the Jews, his desecration of the Temple, and the 
heroic revolt that overthrew his regime. This prophecy was written about three centuries 
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before Alexander the Great was born. No one but G-d, could have inspired Daniel to 
document that Alexander would conquer the Middle East and that his empire would be 
divided into four kingdoms after his death. (Daniel 8:21-22). He also foretold that 
Antiochus would ascend to power and oppress the Jews. (Daniel 8:23-24). He also 
described the way in which Antiochus would desecrate the Temple, prohibit Jewish 
worship, and place idols in the Temple. (Daniel 11:30-31).  Finally, Daniel foretold that 
many Jews would be deceived and practice a Greek perversion of Judaism. (Daniel 
11:32).  
 
The Story of Chanukah 
In 333 BCE, Alexander the Great conquered Syria, Egypt and Babylonia and promoted a 
lenient form of Hellenistic culture, encouraging the study of language, customs, and dress 
of the Greeks. He wanted a statute in His honor erected in the Temple, but since this was 
against Torah, the High Priest at the time offered a living tribute by requiring the people 
to name all their firstborn sons after him. This compromise would ultimately threaten the 
very existence of Judaism.  It brought forth a division and selection among the Jewish 
people those who embraced Hellenistic ideals (Hellenistic Jews) and those who held to 
G-d’s Word, teachings, and mitzvot (commands).  
 

The World of Antiochus 

 
A century later, the Syrian king Antiochus IV began to openly persecute Jews.  He 
appointed a Hellenistic “High Priest” to the Temple, prohibited the study of Torah, and 
observation of G-d’s commands (e.g., Shabbat, dietary laws, circumcision, Feasts, etc.). 
He order pigs to be sacrificed on the holy altar and erected an image of the Greek god 
Zeus as a new point of worship in the Temple.  He insisted on being called “epiphanies” 
which means “god manifest”.  All the altars, utensils, and the golden menorah (lampstand) 
were defiled or torn down.   
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These outrages incited rebellion and by 165 BCE the Hasmoean family of Mattathias the 
High Priest and his youngest son Judah “Maccabee” (the “Hammer”) organized an army 
using guerrilla warfare that eventually 
succeeded in evicting the Syrian-
Greeks from Israel. The temple was 
liberated but needed to be rededicated 
for Jewish worship.  They cleaned the 
temple, removed the altar of sacrifice 
stone by stone and buried it in the 
nearby hills, and erected a new alter.  
It is at this time that the miracle of the 
oil happened.  There was very little oil 
left that had not been defiled. Oil was 
needed for the menorah to burn 
continually in the Temple, but there was only enough to last for one day. Miraculously, 
the sanctified oil burned for eight days – the time needed to prepare a fresh supply for the 
menorah.  An eight day festival was declared to commemorate the miracle and the 
liberation of the temple. The festival is the same length as Sukkot, and it is believed that 
this was chosen because since they did not have a chance to celebrate the Feast during 
their warfare with the Syrians.  
 
Heros, Heroines, and Martyrs of Chanukah  

 
Mattityahu (Mattathias) 

Book of Maccabees tells the story of Mattiyahu who stood up to Antiochus soliders when 
they arrived in the village of Modin where Mattityahu, who was an old priest, lived. The 
Syrian officer built an altar in the marketplace of the village and demanded that 
Mattityahu offer sacrifices to the Greek gods. Mattityahu replied, "I, my sons and my 
brothers are determined to remain loyal to the covenant which our G-d made with our 
ancestors!" 

Thereupon, a Hellenistic Jew approached the altar to offer a sacrifice. Mattityahu grabbed 
his sword and killed him, and his sons and friends fell upon the Syrian officers and men. 
They killed many of them and chased the rest away. They then destroyed the altar. 

Mattityahu knew that Antiochus would be enraged when he heard what had happened. He 
would certainly send an expedition to punish him and his followers. Mattityahu, therefore, 
left the village of Modin and fled together with his sons and friends to the hills of Judea. 

All loyal, religious, and courageous Jews joined them. They formed legions and from 
time to time they left their hiding places to fall upon enemy detachments and outposts, 
and to destroy the pagan altars that were built by order of Antiochus. 

Judah Macabee 
Before his death, Mattityahu called his sons together and urged them to continue to fight 
in defense of G-d’s Torah. He asked them to follow the counsel of their brother Shimon 
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the Wise. In waging warfare, he said, their leader should be Judah the Strong. Judah was 
called "Maccabee," a word composed of the initial letters of the four Hebrew words Mi 
Kamocha Ba’eilim Hashem, "Who is like You, 
O G-d." Judah used guarilla warfare against the 
Greeks.  

Antiochus sent his General Apolonius to wipe 
out Judah and his followers, the Maccabees. 
Though greater in number and equipment than 
their adversaries, the Syrians were defeated by 
the Maccabees. Antiochus sent out another 
expedition which also was defeated. He realized 
that only by sending a powerful army could he hope to defeat Judah and his brave 
fighting men. 

An army consisting of more than 40,000 men swept the land under the leadership of two 
commanders, Nicanor and Gorgiash. When Judah and his brothers heard of that, they 
exclaimed: "Let us fight unto death in defense of our souls and our Temple!" The people 
assembled in Mitzpah, where Samuel, the prophet of old, had offered prayers to G-d. 
After a series of battles the war was won, the Temple cleansed and rededicated, and a 
celebration lasting eight days took place.  

Yehduit (Judith) 
The Book of Judith, found either in the Catholic Bible or the Apocrypha, recounts the 
story of Judith and her inspiring strength to save the town of Bethulia. Yehudit was 
blessed with extraordinary charm, grace and beauty, but she was particularly respected 
and admired for her devoutness, modesty and lovingkindness. Yehudit, was the noble 
daughter of Yochanan the high priest. She was a young widow. It was several years since 
she had lost her beloved husband, Menashe and she had devoted all her time to prayer 
and acts of charity ever since. 

The town of Bethulia, in the land of Judea, came under siege by Holofernes, a mighty 
Syrian-Greek general, at the head of a huge army.  Holofernes was notorious for his 
cruelty in suppressing rebellions. When he captured a rebel stronghold, he showed no 
mercy to the men, women and children sheltered there.  Now he was determined to crush 
the rebellion of the town of Bethulia, whose inhabitants refused to recognize the 
oppressive rule of the Syrians. 

The men of the beleaguered town fought bravely against the repeated assaults by the 
superior enemy forces. Seeing that he couldn’t take the fortified town by force, 
Holofernes decided to starve the inhabitants into submission. He cut off the food and 
water supply, and before long the town was indeed brought to the verge of surrender. 

Hungry and thirsty, and in utter despair, the townspeople gathered in the marketplace and 
demanded that, rather than die of hunger and thirst, they should surrender to the enemy.  
Uzziah, the commander of the defense forces, and the elders of the town tried to calm the 
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populace without success. Finally they pleaded, “Give us five more days. If no salvation 
comes by the end of five days, we will surrender. Just five more days . . .” 

Only one person, a woman Yehudit, remained in her place, as if riveted to it, and she 
addressed Uzziah and the elders, who had also turned to go. Her voice was clear and firm. 
“Why do you test G-d, giving Him only five days in which to send us His help? If you 
truly have faith in G-d, you must never give up your trust in Him. Besides, don’t you 
know that surrender to Holofernes is worse than death?!”  Yehudit’s words made a deep 
impression on Uzziah and the elders. 

“You are quite right, daughter,” they admitted, “but what can we do? Only a downpour of 
rain that would fill our empty cisterns could save our people, but it is not the rainy season. 
We are all suffering the pangs of hunger and thirst. Pray for us, Yehudit, and maybe G-d 
will accept your prayers . . .” “We must all continue to pray, and never despair of G-d’s 
help,” Yehudit said. “But I have also thought of a plan. I ask your permission to leave 
town together with my maid. I want to go to Holofernes . . .” 

Uzziah and the elders were shocked and dismayed. “Do you know what you are saying, 
Yehudit? Would you sacrifice your life and honor on the slim chance that you might 
soften Holofernes’s heart? We cannot allow you to make such a sacrifice for us.”  

But Yehudit persisted. “It has happened before that G-d sent His salvation through a 
woman. Yael, the wife of Heber, was her name, as you well know. It was into her hands 
that G-d delivered the cruel Sisera . . .” (Judges 5:24-27) 

Yehudit passed through the gates of Bethulia, dressed in her best clothes, which she had 
not worn since her husband passed away. A delicate veil all but hid her beautiful face. 
She was accompanied by her faithful maid, who carried on her head a basket filled with 
rolls, cheese and several bottles of old wine. 

The sun had already begun to hide behind the green mountains when Yehudit and her 
maid wound their way toward the enemy’s camp, their lips whispering a prayer to G-d. 
Presently they were stopped by sentries, who demanded to know who they were and who 
sent them. 

“We have an important message for your commander, the brave Holofernes,” Yehudit 
said. “Take us to him at once.” “Who are you, and why are you here?” Holofernes asked, 
his eyes feasting on his unexpected, charming visitor. “I am but a plain widow from 
Bethulia. Yehudit is my name. I came to tell you how to capture the town, in the hope 
that you will deal mercifully with its inhabitants . . .” 

Yehudit then told Holofernes that life in the beleaguered town had become unbearable for 
her, and that she had bribed the watchmen to let her and her maid out. She went on to say 
that she had heard of Holofernes’s bravery and mighty deeds in battle, and wished to 
make his acquaintance. Finally she told Holofernes what he already knew, that the 
situation in the besieged town was desperate, that the inhabitants have very little food and 
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water left. Yet, she said, their faith in G-d remained strong, and so long as they had faith, 
they would not surrender. On the other hand, she added, before long, every scrap of 
kosher food would be gone, and in desperation they would begin to eat the flesh of 
unclean animals, and then G-d’s anger would be turned against them, and the town would 
fall . . . 

“But how will I know when the defenders of the citadel will begin to eat unkosher food, 
as you say, so that I can then storm the walls and capture the city?” the commander of the 
besieging army asked. “I had thought of that,” Yehudit answered confidently. “I have 
arranged with the watchmen at the city’s gates that I would come to the gate every 
evening to exchange information: I will tell them what’s doing here, and they will tell me 
what’s doing there.” 

Holofernes was completely captivated by the charming young Jewish widow who had so 
unexpectedly entered his life and was now offering him the key to the city. “If you are 
telling me the truth, and will indeed help me capture the city, you will be my wife!” 
Holofernes promised. Then he gave orders that Yehudit and her maid were to have 
complete freedom to walk through the camp, and anyone attempting to molest them in 
any way would be put to death immediately. A comfortable tent was prepared for the two 
women, next to his. 

The two women, veiled and wrapped in their shawls, could now be seen walking leisurely 
through the armed camp at any time during the day and evening. Fearful of the 
commander’s strict orders, everyone gave them a wide berth. Soon, they attracted little if 
any attention. Yehudit could now walk up to the city’s gates after dark, where she was 
met by a watchman. 

“Tell Uzziah that, thank G-d, everything is shaping up according to plan. With G-d’s help, 
we shall prevail over our enemy. Keep your trust strong in G-d; do not lose hope for a 
moment!” For four days she delivered repeated the same message, adding that she had 
won Holofernes’s complete confidence. 

In the meantime, Holofernes, having nothing special to 
do, spent most of his time drinking, with and without 
his aides. When he was not completely drunk, he would 
send for Yehudit. She always came to his tent in the 
company of her maid. On the third day, he was already 
getting impatient. “Well, gracious Yehudit, what 
intelligence do you bring me today? My men are 
getting impatient and demoralized doing nothing; they 
cannot wait to capture the city and have their fun . . .” 

“I have very good news, general. There is not a scrap of 
kosher food left in the city now. In a day or two, famine 
will drive them to eat their cats and dogs and mules. 
Then G-d will deliver them into your hands!” “Wonderful, wonderful! This surely calls 
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for a celebration. Tonight we’ll have a party, just you and I. I shall expect you as my 
honored guest.” 

That evening, when Yehudit entered Holofernes’s tent, the table was laden with various 
delicacies. The general was delighted to welcome her, and bade her partake of the feast. 
But Yehudit told him she had brought her own food and wine that she had prepared 
especially for that occasion.  “My goat cheese is famous in all of Bethulia,” Yehudit said. 
“I’m sure you’ll like it, General.” He did. And he also liked the strong, undiluted wine 
she had brought. She fed him the cheese, chunk after chunk, and he washed it down with 
wine. Before long he was sprawled on the ground, dead drunk. 

Yehudit propped a pillow under his head and rolled him over on his face. Then she 
uttered a silent prayer.  “Answer me, O L-rd, as You answered Yael, the wife of Heber 
the Kenite, when you delivered the wicked general Sisera into her hands. Strengthen me 
this once, that I may bring Your deliverance to my people whom this cruel man vowed to 
destroy, and let the nations know that You have not forsaken us . . .” 

Now Yehudit unsheathed Holofernes’s heavy sword, and taking aim at his neck, she 
brought the sword down on it with all her might. For a moment she sat down to compose 
herself. Then she wrapped up the general’s head in rags, concealed it under her shawl, 
and calmly walked out and into her own tent. 

“Come quickly,” she said to her maid, “but let’s not arouse suspicion.”  The two veiled 
women walked leisurely, as usual, until they reached the gates of the city. “Take me to 
Uzziah at once,” she said to the sentry.  Uzziah could not believe his eyes as he stared at 
the gruesome prize Yehudit had brought him. 

“There is no time to lose,” she told the commander. “Prepare your men for a surprise 
attack at dawn. The enemy’s camp is not prepared for it. When they run to their 
commander’s tent, they will find his headless body, and they will flee for their lives . . .”  
This is precisely what happened. 

The enemy fled in confusion and terror, leaving much everything behind. It was a 
wonderful victory, and it was the G-d-fearing and brave daughter of Yochanan the high 
priest, the father of the Hasmonean family, that saved the city of Bethulia and all its 
inhabitants. 

Chanah (Hannah) and Her Seven Sons 
The Book of 2 Macabees, found in the Catholic Bible or the Apocrypha, tells the story of 
Chanah and her seven sons. It is a story of a mother with seven sons who were martyred 
for their faith in G-d.  

Antiochus was determined to enforce his vicious edicts upon the Jews, effectively 
destroying their attachment to the Torah. He forbade the observance of all religious laws; 
anyone found with a Torah would be executed; circumcision, kosher food, Shabbat, all 
vestiges of Judaism were outlawed. Phillip was appointed governor of Judea, and he set 
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out to ruthlessly enforce the king's edicts. He decided to begin his campaign with the 
arrest of the notable sage and High Priest, Elazar. Elazar thwarted Phillip's design by 
choosing martyrdom over submission. Soon after, Chanah and her seven sons were 
arrested. 

When the king, who was returning to Antioch, heard about the events which were taking 
place in Jerusalem, he decided to take an active role in enforcing his decrees. The mother 
and her sons were bound and brought before the king. 

Antiochus tried to convince the eldest boy to abandon the Torah. The youth responded 
with great confidence, "Why do you bother with this long speech, trying to inflict your 
abominable religion upon us? We are ready to welcome death for the sake of our holy 
Torah!" 

The king was furious and ordered the boy's tongue, hands and feet severed and placed in 
a fire. The soldiers proceeded to torture the boy, forcing his mother and six brothers to 
watch his excruciating pain. Antiochus was sure that this sight would intimidate his 
prisoners into unquestioning submission. 

Instead, the martyrdom spurred the family to a deep resolve to accept their fate and to 
sanctify G-d's name. When the second brother was brought to the king, even the members 
of the king's retinue begged the boy to obey the king. The boy, however, replied, "Do 
what you will with me. I am no less than my brother in devotion to G-d." The second 
son's torture was as bitter as his brother's had been. As he died he told the king, "Woe to 
you, pitiless tyrant! Our souls go to G-d. And when G-d will awaken the dead and His 
martyred servants, we will live. But you--your soul will dwell in a place of eternal 
abhorrence!" 

To the amazement of all, the third brother 
unflinchingly suffered the same fate. The fourth 
brother echoed his brothers' exhortations, and faced 
his brutal death with firm resolve. Before he was 
killed, the fifth brother turned to Antiochus and said: 
"Don't suppose that G-d has handed us over to you 
to exalt you or because He hates us. It is because He 
loves us and has granted us this honor. G-d will take 
His vengeance upon you and your progeny." 

The blood-lust of the king was not assuaged, and the 
sixth brother was brought to the same end as his 
brothers who preceded him. His words bespoke his 
deep faith that G-d would ultimately requite the 
suffering of His servants. 

Throughout this horrible sequence Chanah stood by 
her sons, giving them strength and encouragement. 
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Now, only the youngest child remained to face the king. When they brought the boy, the 
king offered him gold and silver if he would do his will. The seven-year-old boy 
displayed the same courage as his brothers and taunted the king to carry out his threats. 

The king couldn't believe such words coming from a mere child, and he called out to 
Chanah. Chanah stood before the murderer of her children and listened to his words. 
"Woman, have compassion upon this child. Persuade him to do my will so that you will 
have at least one surviving child and you too will live." She pretended to agree and asked 
to speak with her son.  

When they stood together, Chanah kissed the boy, then said, "My son, I carried you in 
my body for nine months, I nursed you for two years and I have fed you until today. I 
have taught you to fear G-d and uphold His Torah. See the heaven and the earth, the sea 
and the land, fire, water, wind and every other creation. Know that they were all created 
by G-d's word. He created man to serve Him and He will reward man for his deeds. The 
king knows he is condemned before G-d. He thinks that if he convinces you, G-d will 
have mercy on him. G-d controls your life's breath and can take your soul whenever He 
desires. If only I could see the greatness of your glorious place where we would be 
illuminated with G-d's light and rejoice and exult together." 

Chanah returned to the king, saying, "I was unable to prevail upon him."  The 
exasperated king again addressed the child who answered him, "Whom are you seeking 
to overpower with your words and enticements? I laugh at your foolishness. I believe in 
the Torah and in G-d Whom you blaspheme. You will remain an abomination upon all 
mankind, loathsome and far from G-d." 

The king was enraged. According to the Talmud, Antiochus gave the boy a chance to 
save himself by ostensibly bowing down to retrieve his signet ring, but the boy refused. 
As they removed him, Chanah begged to kiss him one last time. As if speaking to all 
seven children, Chanah said, "My children, tell your ancestor Abraham, 'You bound only 
one son upon an altar, but I bound seven." Then Antiochus ordered that the child be 
tortured even more than his brothers. 

Chanah was left surrounded by the bodies of her sons, a prayer exalting G-d on her lips. 
Then the distraught woman threw herself from a roof and rested beside her martyred sons. 

Jesus, Chanukah, & a Call for Revival 
While the spiritual lessons learned from Chanukah are courage, hope, faith, His coming 
Kingdom, the true lesson is in its name - dedication. This festival commemorates a time 
when the true worship of G-d was restored in Jerusalem.  The heart of each true believer 
of Jesus, the Messiah and Savior, is the temple where the Holy Spirit dwells.  All too 
often believers endanger the cleanliness of our Temple by allowing idolatry into our lives. 
(1 Corthinans 6:18-20)  It is at this time that we rededicate ourselves for His use.  
 
This is a festival educates or teaches about dedicating or rededicating our life to G-d. We 
all want to learn more about the preparation of our "temples" where Yesuha haMashiach 
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Why Chanukah Should Be 
Important to Christians? 
 
No Chanukah, No Jews 
No Jews, No Remnant 
No Remnant, No Judah 
No Judah, No Jesus 
No Jesus, No Redeemer 
No Redeemer, No Salvation 

(Jesus the Messiah) lives. Our living "temples" are just as important to God today, as His 
Holy Temple that once stood in Jerusalem.  
 
Chanukah, therefore, is very important to those who believe in Jesus the Messiah.  The 
events of Chanukah happened only four generations prior to the birth of our Messiah,  if 

the great warriors of faith had not risen up in opposition 
and had the courage to fight, and sacrifice their lives to 
worship G-d according to His commands, the Jewish 
nation would have become extinct and the Messiah would 
never have been born.   
 
Chanukah’s theme is about remaining steadfast in our faith, 
committed to G-d in a godless and broken world, and our 
deliverance. Since we are called to be part of His Temple, 
His Body, at this time we reflect on rededicating ourselves 

to the eradication of all that compromises us and tempts us to assimilate to the world 
around us. Through the light of Jesus Christ we have gained victory over the power of 
darkness. We are called to walk in His light.  We have fellowship, unity, echudt, with one 
another.   
 
Since Jesus is the foundation for the festival. We need to focus on the lampstand that is at 
the center of the story of Chanukah and a shadow of 
Christ.  In the tabernacle, the lampstand was to be placed 
in the Holy place (Hebrews 9:2). The lamp was to be 
tended by Aaron and his sons so that it never went out. 
The lampstand was to give forth light day and night. 
(Exodus 27:20-21) The lampstand, as the only source of 
light in the Holy place, points directly to the Messiah 
being the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5).  Jesus is the 
“true light that gives light to everyone” (John 1:9) and the 
only way anyone can come to the Father (John 14:6). 
 
Jesus also calls His church the “light of the world” (Matthew 5:14), not of their own 
doing but because Christ is abiding in the church (John 1:4–5). A Christian who is 
shining with the light of Christ will live a godly life (1 Peter 2:9). Scripture is 
overflowing with references that compare and contrast light and darkness, believer and 
unbeliever, right up through the book of Revelation. In Revelation 1:20 Christ says the 
“seven lampstands are the seven churches.” The churches of Christ are to walk in the 
light of G-d (1 John 1:7) and spread the light of the gospel so that all people will glorify 
G-d (Matthew 5:16). 
 

There is other symbolism in the lampstand: it was made of one piece, as Christ is one 
with His church (Colossians 1:8); the six branches (6 being the number of man) plus the 
main shaft equals seven lights (7 being the number of completion)—man is only 
complete in Christ (John 15:5). The lampstand also represents the Biblical Holy Days: 
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The most important thing to note about the lampstand is that it points to Christ, as do all 
the elements of the tabernacle. The Bible is from beginning to end a testimony about 
Christ and G-d’s merciful plan of redemption. Praise the L-rd, He has taken His children 
out of the darkness and into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
We know from Scripture that Christ celebrated Chanukah.  He was at the temple during 

the Feast (John 10:22-24) and was confronted about 
whether or not He was the Messiah. (John 10:25-30 and 
10:37-38). Early believers also saw the connection 
between Chanukah and the Messiah.  The one is 
concerned about an earthly building, the other with the 
living Temple of G-d who came down from Heaven. 
(John 2:19)  A Chanukiah is used to celebrate 
Chanukah.  The center candle of a Chanukiah is called 
the shamash or the servant candle.  Jesus, as Mashiach 

ben Yosef, the Suffering Servant, is the ultimate shamash.  (Isaiah 53:3-5) The servant 
candle sets in the middle of the lampstand higher than the other candles, just as Jesus, 
who is high and lifted up, is above all. (Ephesians 1:20-21)  He came to give us His light 
and life.  He left heaven to be born a man, walk this earth, suffered and died on our behalf.  
His life fulfilled prophecy and through His blood we are reconciled with our Father in 
heaven.  He made the way for us to have a personal relationship with the Father.  
 
Traditions and Customs of Chanukah 

Celebrating for eight days from Kislev 25 to Tevet 3.  
It’s very interesting that on Kislev 25 (around November/December on our calendar) is 
also found in Genesis 9 where Noah saw the rainbow upon 
exiting the ark. This was seen by the Sages as a promise of some 
greater event in the future happening on Kislev 25 (Ecc. 9:1). On 
Kislev 25 the Tabernacle in the Wilderness was finished. Also on 
Kislev 25, the Babylonian exiles dedicated the foundation of the 
Temple. Many believe that our Messiah, the “light of the world,” 
was conceived on the festival of lights—Chanukah.    It was not 
during the winter months because the sheep were in the pasture 
(Luke 2:8).  A study of the time of the conception of John the 
Baptist reveals he was conceived about Sivan 30, the eleventh week (Luke 1:8-13, 24).  
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Adding forty weeks for a normal pregnancy reveals that John the Baptist was born on or 
about Passover (Nisan 14). Six months after John's conception, Mary conceived Jesus 
(Luke 1:26-33); therefore, Jesus would have been conceived six months after Sivan 30 in 
the month of Kislev—Chanukah. Was the “light of the world,” conceived on the festival 
of lights? Starting at Chanukah, which begins on Kislev 25 and continues for eight days, 
and counting through the nine months of Mary's pregnancy, one arrives at the 
approximate time of the birth of Jesus at the Festival of Tabernacles because he was the 
Word made flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). The Bible does not specifically say the 
date of Jesus’ birth, perhaps to prevent against our worshipping the day instead of the 
One who is worthy. 
 

Lighting the Chanukiah 
The nightly lighting becomes increasingly brighter as a symbol of godly resistance to 
both tyranny and the forces of assimilation. Each night you start with lighting the 
Shamash working left to right, which symbolizes growing in the strength.  (The "right 
hand of God" was that which overcame Israel's enemies (Ex. 15:6, 12; Isa. 62:8; Ps. 17:7; 
44:4, etc.))  
 
Each evening during Chanukah our family gathers together to read Scripture and light the 
Chanukiah. We take turn lighting the Chanukiah. We say a blessing each night before 
lighting the candles: 
 

Blessed are you L-rd our G-d, King of the Universe, who sanctifies us with your 
commandments and who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at 
this time. You have kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to this special 
time. You have given us Jesus the Messiah, the light of the World. Amen.  
 

After lighting the Chanukiah we place it in a prominent place so that its lights will be 
visible from the outside.  

Family Time 
For the Jews, messianic believers, and Christians alike, it’s all about family and 
Chanukah is no exception. Families gather to play games 
like dreidel, sing praises, and studying scripture together. A 
game similar to the dreidel game was popular during the 
rule of Antiochus. During this period Jews were not free to 
openly practice their religion, so when they gathered to 
study Torah they would bring a top with them. If soldiers 
appeared, they would quickly hide what they were studying 
and pretend to be playing a gambling game with the top. A 
dreidel has one Hebrew letter on each side: נ (Nun), ג 
(Gimmel), ה (Hay) and פ (Pey), which stand for the 
Hebrew phrase "Nes Gadol Haya Po." This means "A great miracle happened here."  
Studying Scripture together and taking turns reading and coloring pictures or doing crafts 
together that go along with the themes of each night are terrific ways to get the whole 
family into the celebration.  
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Special Foods 

It is customary to eat fried foods symbolizing the miracle of the oil, such as sufganiyot 
(pronounced SOOF-gah-nee-OHT) is a doughnut filled with jelly or custard and topped 
with powdered sugar, latkes (potato pancakes), funnel cakes, gelt (chocolate coins), and 
other rich foods. 
 

Giving Tzedakah (Charity) 
The Hebrew word tzedakah literally means justice or righteousness, but is commonly 
used to signify charity. However, it is a different concept from charity because tzedakah 
is an obligation; whereas, charity is an act of goodwill.  Therefore, giving to those in need 
is encouraged at this time. Helping those who are less fortunate or who are in need just as 
Jesus did. 
 
Pulling It Altogether  
 
Chanukah is a celebration of deliverance. It is a time to express our Messianic hope. Just 
as the Maccabees were used by G-d to redeem Israel, we more fully appreciate the scene 
that unfolded as Jesus celebrated the feast in Jersusalem. Admist the activities of the 
celebratoin, He was approached by some rabbis and asked a simple question, “How much 
longer are you going to keep us in suspence? If you are the Messiah, tell us publicly.” 
(John 10:24). The answer to this question is the message of Chanukah. He reiterates his 
claim and the proofs of His Messiahship. (John 10:25-39).   
 
This shows the real connection between Chanukah and Jesus. Chanukah recalls a military 
victory for Israel, and the implications are vast.  If Antiochus had succeeded in his 
campaign of anti-semitism and destruction, there would have been no Jews around by the 
time of Jesus.  The miracle of Jesus’ birth could only take place after the micracle of 
Chanukah. All believers in Jesus have important reasons to celebrate the Feast of 
Dedication. Messiah, our deliverer, has come. Let us clean and prepare our temples for 
His return.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Then spake Jesus again unto them saying, I am the light of the world:  
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkenss,  

but shall have the light of life.”  
John 8:12 

 
Chag Chanukah Sameach!  Happy Chanukah! 
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Nightly Readings for Chanukah 
 

Day 1:  God is the Source of Light  
Genesis 1:3-5 
Exodus 27:20-21; 40:24-25 
Leviticus 24:1-4 
Numbers 8:1-3 
Exodus 13:21 
Nehemiah 9:12,19  
Psalm 36:9 
Psalm 104:1-2 
Psalms 111:4 
Isaiah 7:14 
Matthew 1:23 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
1 Timothy 6:16 
James 1:17 
 
Day 2:  Jesus is the Light of the World 
Isaiah 9:2, cf. Matthew 4:12-17 
Luke 1:76-79; 2:27-32  
John 1:4-9,cf. Job 18:5-6 
Proverbs 27:20 
John 3:19-21 
John 8:12 
John12:44-46 
John 10:22-39 
Acts 26:22-23 
John 9:1-7 
 
Day 3: Shine the Light of Jesus to the 
World  
Proverbs 4:18 
Isaiah 58:6-8, 10 
Isaiah 60:1-2 
Matthew 5:14-16 
Luke 12:35 
Philippians 2:14-15 
 
Day 4: God's Word is our Light 
Ezra 9:8 
Psalm 19:7-11 
Psalm 119:18, 105, 130 
Proverbs 6:20-24 
Ephesians 1:17-18 
 

Day 5: Walk in the Light 
Psalm 89:15 
Isaiah 2:5 
Romans 13:12-14 
2 Corinthians 4:4-7 
1 John 1:6-9 
1 John 2:8-11 
Ephesians 5:8-20 
 
Day 6: Out of Darkness into Light 
2 Samuel 22:29  
Psalm 18:28 
Isaiah 42:16 
Isaiah 50:10 
Acts 26:17-18 
1 Corinthians 4:5 
1 Thessalonians 5:5 
1 Peter 2:9 
 
Day 7: Living in God is to live in Light 
Psalm 4:6 
Psalm 27:1 
Psalm 37:3-6 
Psalm 43:3-4 
Psalm 112:4 
Micah 7:8 
 
Day 8: God is the Light of Heaven 
Isaiah 24:23; 30:26 
Isaiah 60:19-20 
Revelation 21:22-25 
Revelation 22:3-5 
 
Parsha Readings 
Day 1: Numbers 7:1-7:17; Zechariah 2:10-2:13 
Day 2: Numbers 7:18-7:29; Zechariah 3:1-3:3 
Day 3: Numbers 7:30-7:42; Zechariah 3:4 – 3:6 
Day 4: Numbers 7:43-7:54; Zechariah 3:7-3:9 
Day 5: Numbers 7:55-7:66; Zechariah 3:10-4:1 
Day 6: Numbers 7:67-7:77; Zechariah 4:2-4:4 
Day 7: Numbers 7:78-7:88; Zechariah 4:5 – 4:7 
Day 8: Numbers 7:89-8:4; 1Kings 7:13-51 
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2  

When is Chanukah? 
 
Fill in the dates on Gregorian and Hebrew Calendars below. Color the days of Chanukah in blue. 
Be careful because Jewish days start in the evening and not in the morning.   
 
 

Gregorian Calendar 
 

December                                                                      Year 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

Hebrew Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does Chanuakah mean?          
 
             
 

Kislev                                                                                 Shana 
Rishon Sheni Shlishi Revi’i Chamishi Shishi Shabbat 
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What were the events leading up to Chanukah?       

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 

Draw a map of the World of Antiochus and label it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the tipping point for the Jewish people?      
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Write a narrative about Daniel’s prophecy & the story of Chanukah. 
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Why is Chanukah important? 

             
 
             
 
             
 
What does Maccabee mean?        

          

          

Who were the Maccabees?       

             

             

How did they fight the Greeks?         

             

Make a family tree of the Maccabees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chanukah Heroines 
 
Who were the heroines of Chanukah?        
 
             
 
             
 
What did they have in common?         
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Jesus & the Menorah 
 
What is the symbolism in the lightstand?        
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
Illustrate how the lampstand represents Biblical Holy Days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the difference between a Chanukiah and a Menorah?     
 
             
 
             
 
What does the nightly lighting of the Chanukiah represent?      
 
             
 
             
 
What is the blessing that you say when you light the Chanukiah?     
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Homeschool Extension Activities: 
 
Science:  Topic - How is olive oil made? 
 
Olives are one of the seven special “fruits” of the Land of Israel and there are still places today 
making olive oil more or less the same way they would have in the time of the Maccabees.  
Assignment:  (1) Write a report on how olive oil is produced.  Videos:   How to make olive oil . 

   
Vocabulary:  Chanukah 
 
A Quizlet has been prepared with vocabulary words. The Quizlet offers flash card and game 
based learning opportunities. Quizlet also offers online or written tests. Online tests are 
automatically graded. Quizlet 
 
Literature:  Readings from the Maccabees and Judith 
 
The Story of Chanukah can be found in the books of the Maccabees and Judith in the Catholic 
Bible or Apocrypha. These books are typically available online for free. You can either read the 
read the books together or have them audio-read.  The child can either complete an oral, 
illustrative, or written narration. 
 
Math:  Themed Worksheets 
 
There are various Chanukah themed worksheets for math (addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division) available online. 
 
Social Studies:  Make a timeline of the events of Chanukah. The map of the World of 
Antiochus is included in the notebook exercises.  
 
Art:   Make an olive oil Chanukiah. 
 
Composition:  There are various mini-compositions in the notebook exercises.  Optional 
composition:  Write a two page report on what Chanukah means to you and why you think it is 
important for a believer in Messiah to celebrate.  
 
 


