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YHWH – The Unutterable Name 
(Pronounced:  YAH-way) 

 

YHWH is G-d’s personal name appearing almost 7,000 times in the Old 
Testament. This is the unutterable, personal name of the G-d of Israel that was only 
spoken once a year at the Temple in Jerusalem. It is composed of four Hebrew letters 
– Yod, Hey, Waw, and Hey – and is referred to as the “Tetragrammaton”, which simply 
means four letters.   

 
The actual pronunciation of His scared name is unknown.  The Ancient Hebrew 

did not use any vowel markings and it has not been uttered since 70 AD when Temple 
was destroyed. Therefore, it is Jewish tradition not to pronounce His Name at all, but 
to substitute the word HaShem which means “the Name” or Adonai which means “L-
rd”. This was done so that the third commandment which states “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain.” (Exodus 20:7) would not be broken.  

 
It is most often translated as Jehovah or Yahweh, and translated in the Bible in 

English as LORD.  Notice that all the letters of LORD in your Bible are capitalized.  So 
whenever you see LORD with all caps, you know that it is the Hebrew name 
Yahweh. It is also closely associated with the many redemptive acts of G-d.  

 
YHWH is the name that G-d gave to Moses when He commissioned Him to be 

redeemer of Israel from the bondage of Pharaoh’s Egypt. (Exodus 3.14)  G-d told 
Moses “ehyeh-asher-ehyeh” which is rendered as “I am who I am”. In other words, it 
means “I AM”; the one who is the self-existent one. YHWH is the source of all being 
and everything derives its existence from Him. It speaks of the transcendence of G-d, 
who is beyond all predications or attributes of language. This special name is 
combined with “The God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and thus I am to be 
remembered throughout all your generations.” (Exodus 3:15)  This is how we know to 
whom we belong.  

 
In the traditional view, YHWH is the name used when expressing His mercy 

and condescension. For example, YHWH “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” 
(Genesis 2:7) It is the name that was inscribed by Pilate upon Jesus’ cross “Yeshua 
HaNazeri W’Melech HaYehudium” (YHWH) “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews”. 
(John 19:19-22) 

 
The application of this Scared Name of G-d is that YHWH never changes. (Malachi 3:6) His 

promises never fail. When we are faithless; He is faithful. When praying to YHWH, we remember that His 
Name is the most majestic name on all of earth. (Psalm 8) He set forth creation with His spoken words. 
He chose Abraham to establish His people and to bless all the peoples of the Earth. He redeemed His 
chosen people from bondage and established them as a nation. He gave them His perfect law. He sent 
His Son to free all people through faith in Him from their sins and eternal damnation. He will return to 
execute judgment and tabernacle (dwell) with His saints forever.  Oh, what a glorious day that will be. 
Rejoice and sing praises to Him.  Acknowledge His Sovereignty over creation and you.   

What do the letters mean? 
 

Yod  
This is the smallest letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet is 
means hand (of G-d) to 
make, create, worship. It is 
like a small flame, the soul 
of a man soars to unite with 
G-d, though we can only 
understand a small part of 
who he is. It can represent 
holiness, humility, presence 
and power of G-d, or the 
People of G-d. Scripture 
tells us that not one yod of 
the Torah will pass away 
until Heaven and Earth pass 
away. This means that every 
letter of His Word will be 
fulfilled including the 
smallest of letters or marks. 
(Matthew 5:17) 
 

Hey/Hei 
In ancient form of Hebrew, 
the hey looks like a man 
with his arms raised in 
worship. In Modern Hebrew, 
Hey is made up of three 
lines, which look like a table 
with a broken leg, 
representing thought, 
speech, and action. The 
broken line is the line that 
represents action because it 
is much easier to think good 
things and to say good 
things to do them. The gap 
made by the broken leg 
makes a way for 
repentance. We’re not stuck 
in our sin; there is a way out 
through the blood shed by 
Yeshua and obedience to 
the Father’s 
commandments. (Acts 2:38) 
 

Vav/Waw 
It looks like a tent peg, shoot 
or a ladder. It means to add, 
secure, nail, unity or 
connection. It represents 
connecting something 
higher with something lower. 
Specifically, vav connects 
heaven to earth and connect 
past, present, and future. 
(Psalms 22-24) 
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When you pray to YHWH you remember that He is the same G-d who draws near to save you from 
the tyranny of sin just as He saved His people from tyrannical slavery in Egypt. L-rd is a title and obscures 
the personal nature of His Sacred Name.  

 
YHWH is self existent and always present with His people. He is always near, intervening on 

behalf of His people. YHWH is closely associated with his saving acts in Exodus and it evokes images of 
His saving power in the lives of His people. It is also associated with the saving act accomplished by 
Yeshua, Jesus on the cross in His death, burial, and resurrection. The knowledge of His Sacred Name 
implies a covenant relationship with Him.  

 
It’s the name that would have brought fear and terror to the Egyptians because of the plagues 

brought upon them. It is the name that the unbelieving Jews upon seeing it written on the cross would 
have brought forth anger because they, like Pharaoh, had hardened their hearts and simply refused to 
recognize the true, living G-d in their presence. It’s the name that the Children of Israel, who like us 
believers in Messiah, will forever be associated with deliverance, freedom, promise, hope and power.  

 
We can’t evoke His Holy Name without remembering His great acts. The amazing events in 

Exodus are paralleled to Yeshua’s (Jesus’) acts in conquering sin, death, and restoring us to our Father, 
the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. These great acts and amazing events define who YHWH is in 
amazing detail.  
 
Suggested Scripture Readings: 
 Psalm 103 replacing YHWH for L-RD. 
 Psalm 34 replacing YHWH or L-RD.  (Note that this Psalm in broken into sections that pertain to our 

new birth/salvation (vs. 1-6), being kept by YHWH (vs. 7-8), YHWH providing (vs. 9-10), YHWH’s 
instruction (vs. 11-14), YHWH’s second coming (vs. 15-22).)   

 Other Scriptural References:  Exodus 2:12-15, Exodus 20:2-3, Matthew 1:20-21, John 8:54-59, 
Proverbs 3:26, Proverbs 18:10, Exodus 34:4-7, Numbers 6:24-27, Psalm 32:10, and Psalm 37:44-40. 

 
Let’s pray to YHWH… 
 
YHWH, I praise you for you are the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. You are merciful and gracious; 
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin.  
 
YHWH bless us and keep us. Shine your face upon us and be gracious to us. Grant us the peace that 
only you can bring through your son, Yeshua, the Prince of Peace.  
 
YHWH, we thank you for surrounding us with your unfailing love for we trust securely in you. YHWH we 
thank you for sending your Son, Yeshua, to cover us in His blood so that we can be reconciled to you. 
 
YHWH, deliver us from our fears. Silence the adversary’s whispers in our ears. Encourage us and 
encamp around us. Let us take our refuge in you. 
 
YHWH you hear the cries of the broken hearted and save those who are crushed in spirit. Deliver us, 
YHWH, from our afflictions and suffering.  
 
YHWH, we extol you. We wait in anticipation for your return. We keep your ways and observe your 
modem, appointed times. You are the one true living G-d, the G-d of our patriarchs - Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob – and we praise you.  
 
In your most precious Son’s Name, Yeshua HaMashiach, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Sources:  Hebrew4Christians, Praying the Names of G-d by Ann Spangler, Lessons in Yeshua’s Torah, Strong’s Concordance  


